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Overview

A Features of Environmental Codes of Practice
AWhat Codes are, can be, and are not

A Enforceablility and Compliance Promotion

A Environmental Code of Practice for Metal Mines

I*I Eg*;i;%r;ment Eg:iarggnement Canadlﬁ



Legal Authority for Codes of Practice

A Within Environment Canada, Codes of Practice are
Implemented under Part 3 of the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act (CEPA): Information Gathering, Objectives,
Guidelines and Codes of Practice - Objectives, Guidelines
and Codes of Practice

A Specific authority comes from subsection 54(1) of CEPA: For
the purpose of carrying out the Minister's mandate related to
preserving the quality of the environment, the Minister shall
ISsue:

I (a) environmental quality objectives, (b) environmental
guality guidelines, (c) release guidelines, and (d) codes
of practice
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Features of Environmental Codes of Practice
They areé

A Initiatives to be Implemented on voluntary basis by
corporate or facility policy commitment

A Guides to exercising due diligence

ALiving documents that will evolve with emerging
guidelines and regulations

AMore comprehensive, more flexible than laws such as
conventional release regulations like the Metal Mining
Effluent Regulations
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Features of Environmental Codes of Practice
They can beé .

A Adopted by all levels of governments as a guidance
document that delineate appropriate environmental standards

A Adopted by companies or industrial associations as a
commitment to continual improvement in environmental
performance

A Incorporated into permitting or Certificate of Approval
requirements by various levels of governments

A Used to inform environmental assessment at the federal and
provincial level

A Linked to pollution prevention plans or regulated reporting
regquirements
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Features of Environmental Codes of Practice
They are not e

A Documents that have the force of law on their own
A Substitutes for municipal, Aboriginal, provincial and/or
federal legal requirements

An conflict with municipal, Aboriginal, provincial and
federal regulatory requirements
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Enforceability and Compliance
Promotion

A Recommendations of Codes are not enforceable unless
they are adopted by federal, provincial or Aboriginal
regulatory authorities

A Codes accused by some as being of little value if they
are not implemented

Almplementation of Code recommendations is key, and
they can be very valuable when used in conjunction with
other instruments

AA promotion plan and mechanism to monitor and report
upon Code implementation is put in place by
Environment Canada
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Objective of the Mining Code

ATo identify and promote recommended best practices to
facilitate and encourage continual improvement in
environmental performance of mining facilities throughout all
phases of the mine life cycle, in Canada and elsewhere

A Code supports the Metal Mining Effluent Regulations (MMER)
but also covers a broad spectrum of environmental aspects
that extend well beyond MMER coverage

A Code is intended to be a resource for mine owners and
operators, regulatory authorities and the general public,
particularly those in communities affected by mining

A Many aspects of Code can be applied to non-metal mining
operations and it is expected that they will be
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Metal I\/Ilnes In Canada

€ DBase metals O Iron ore/ titanium
*  Precious metals O Other
@ Uranium e Population Centres
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The Mine
Life-Cycle
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Environment
Canada
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Exploration &
Feasability

Exploration

* reconnaissance, locate mineral
anomalies

» discovery, sampling

Feasibility

* decision about economic feasibility of
mining

Planning &
Construction

Planning:

* mine planning

» environmental/social planning

* closure plan

« environmental and other permits
Construction:

 clearing, stripping, blasting

* infrastructure

Operations

+ ore crushing, grinding,
concentrating

* waste rock, tailings and wastewater
management

Closure

 site clean-up, reclamation,
rehabilitation

* maintenance, environmental
monitoring




Scales of
Mining
Activity
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